Yesterday at Mass, we celebrated as a school the story of Easter. I cannot express the pride as a principal I felt in seeing and experiencing the prayerfulness and reverence of our students at Mass. They are truly a credit to their parents and our community.
During the term break, we were able to install a new sand pit, reimage our Mac Books so as to gain greater use of them, install a further 60 notebooks and completely upgrade the school's Wi-Fi capabilities.
To ensure that the new ITC capabilities of the school are fully utilised, Brenda McDonald (3/4M), Kelly Woodman (1/2CW) and Debbie Giesler (5/6G) are attending professional development in the area of Google applications for education so as to ensure our students are provided with the best opportunities to utilise the latest technologies and learning in this field.
In the right hand column of this page you will notice a new heading titled "Need To Know". We hope that this will provide parents with an immediate 'heads up' on things that need their attention rather than having to search through the entire newsletter. The Mother's Day Stall will be held on Wednesday 6 th May. We ask that children bring no more than $20 to spend on the day. Children that need to use the 'lay-by' facility will have a $12 limit, to be paid and collected no later than Friday 8 th May. There will also be a small raffle at $1.00 per ticket to be sold on the stall and drawn before the end of the school day.
MOTHER'S DAY DINNER
Tickets will be on sale Monday morning outside the office so get in early for what will be a wonderful night.
TENNIS COACHING FOR GRADE 3/4'S
Once again, our school has been fortunate to be chosen to participate in the coaching program offered to schools through Tennis Australia and the Kids Tennis Foundation. We pay a nominal fee of $220, which is covered by the school so our students can participate at no cost. We have chosen our Year 3/4 level to be involved this semester, so please remind your child to wear their sports uniform on Tuesdays, as well as their normal P.E. day. All equipment is provided but students may bring their own racquet if they wish. The sessions have started this week and as you may see from our snaps, the students are already enjoying the program.
ST AMBROSE CROSS COUNTRY RUN
Our school cross country is booked to take place on Tuesday, April 28 th and will involve our whole school. The event will be held here at school and around the Five Mile Creek walking track, taking place at 9:30 in the morning. Students in Years 3 to 6 will have the opportunity to qualify and represent our school in the Cobaw District Cross Country to be held the following week on May 5 th at Hanging Rock. We have suggested to all students that they need to start a training program. Children turning 9 or 10 this year will be running 2kms and those turning 11 or 12 will be running 3kms. Our younger students are running/walking 550 metres (for Preps and Year Ones) and the Year Twos are running 1 km. I have suggested that a good start would be to walk/run 4 times a week and gradually build up their distance and stamina until they can complete the distance, running at a comfortable pace. It would be great if parents could support their child by encouraging them and offering some assistance in achieving this goal. As well as this, Iris McGregor has offered to start a training session here at school on Thursday mornings at 8:30am. All students are welcome to join in. We will be in need of lots of parent helpers so please add this date to your diary!
This Weekend's Gospel
Each week, our students learn about the coming weekend's Gospel. It provides for them an insight into their journey of faith and the opportunity to understand the faith story of their family and parish community A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
It was written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead.
The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread.
They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 'Peace be with you!' In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But he said, 'Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you can see I have.' And as he said this he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that they could not believe it, and they stood dumbfounded; so he said to them, 'Have you anything here to eat?' And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes.
Then he told them, 'This is what I meant when I said, while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms, has to be fulfilled.' He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 'So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.'
Sometimes the lectionary cuts a gospel story off too soon. Today we hear from the last chapter of Luke's Gospel where there are four accounts of how the disciples came to believe in the resurrection of Jesus. In the first two stories Mary Magdalene and then Peter come to see that Jesus has been raised from the dead because they found his tomb empty. The third story is set on the Road to Emmaus. Today's gospel is where Jesus appears to the apostles and disciples en masse, but it finishes at verse 48. In the next few verses Jesus tells the disciples that he is sending them out to be his witnesses in the world, and then he ascends to the Father.
The Church finishes the passage early because it does not want to pre-empt the feast of the Ascension, but by doing so it does the story an injustice. We are used to hearing how the Road To enable us to do all this we receive the same gift Jesus gave the first disciples as well, the gift of peace. But sometimes we have to get creative about how we achieve it, like the old man who purchased a retirement home near a high school. He spent the first few weeks in peace and contentment. Then a new school year began. The very next afternoon three young men came down his street beating merrily on every rubbish bin they encountered. The crashing percussion continued day after day, until finally the old man decided to take some action. The next afternoon, he walked out to meet the young percussionists. He called out, 'You kids are a lot of fun. Will you do me a favour? I'll give you each a dollar if you'll promise to come around every day and do your thing.' The kids were elated and continued to do a bang-up job on the rubbish bins. A few days later, the retiree approached them again, 'Look' he said. 'I haven't received my pension cheque this month, so I'm not going to be able to give you more than 25 cents. Will that be okay?' '25 cents?' the drum leader exclaimed. 'If you think we're going to waste our time beating these bins for 25 cents, you're nuts! No way, mister. We quit!' And the old man enjoyed peace and quiet for the rest of his days.
So as Christ sends us forth today, may we be wise about how we can create some happiness and peace around us as well.
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